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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

	I
	INTRODUCING THE NANO

Until recently, many people in India couldn’t afford a car. Entire families including young children and even babies would ride around on two-wheeled scooters. This was obviously dangerous, inefficient and unpleasant in extreme heat, cold or rain. 

	II
	Ratan Tata, chairman of India’s Tata Motors, decided to do something to improve the situation. He promised to 
create a car that middle-class Indians could afford. It took approximately four years, and some help from investors from other countries, but he kept his promise. In January 2008, he introduced the Tata Nano, a small car that costs only about 100,000 Indian rupees (€1,600).

	III
	The basic version of the Nano is pretty … well, basic. Only three metres long and about one and a half metres wide, the car seats five if they are willing to sit practically on top of each other. However, it contains all the necessary features: brakes, a four-speed manual transmission, a steering wheel, seatbelts and one windscreen wiper. It has also got four doors, four windows, locks and a very small boot. For those who want features this model lacks – such as 
air-bags, air-conditioning, radio and passenger-side mirror – there are deluxe versions available, for an extra cost.

	IV
	By providing safe, affordable transport, Tata hopes the car will help millions of Indians to connect better across their vast sub-continent. But not everyone is so pleased with this new creation. Although the car is said to be fuel efficient and will meet both local and European emission standards, environmentalists claim that millions of new cars will increase dangerous carbon emissions substantially. Experts also worry that India’s infrastructure will not be able to support a large number of new cars, creating terrible traffic jams and long commutes.

	V
	The Nano will at first be sold only in India, but there are plans to make it available soon in Africa, Latin America and Southeast Asia. It may eventually even reach Europe, although probably in a modified and more expensive form. But who knows? It may not be long before your new car costs the same as your TV.

	1.
Choose the correct answer.

1.
In India, riding on two-wheeled scooters … .


a.
was a form of transport that families could afford


b.
costs more money than a owning a car


c.
was only problematic in bad weather

2.
The basic version of the Nano … .


a.
measures about three metres in width


b.
is too small for five people to fit in


c.
has got no luxuries

3.
The sale of the Nano … .


a.
will begin in India


b.
will start in many developing countries


c.
may eventually be cheaper in Europe

2.
Decide if the following sentences are true (T) 
or false (F). Find evidence in the text to justify 
your answers.



1.
Ratan Tata is the Indian name of the Tata Motors company.



2.
The Tata Nano can be bought for the Indian equivalent of €1,600. 



3.
The new car will help Indians from different countries to connect.


	3.
Rewrite the following sentences without 
changing the original meaning.

1.
Ratan Tata promised, “I will create a car that 
middle-class Indians can afford.”


Ratan Tata promised that 




2.
Not everyone is pleased with this creation.


This creation 




4.
Answer the question according to the 
information in the text.


What problems could result from the introduction 
of the Nano in India?





5.
Find words or expressions in the text that mean:

1.
be able to pay for 

something (paragraph I)
………………………

2.
make something better 

(paragraph II)
………………………

3.
not to have something that 

is needed (paragraph III)
………………………

4.
not expensive (paragraph IV)
………………………

6.
Write a composition of about 100-150 words. Choose one option.

1.
Should cities ban private vehicles from city centre areas during peak traffic hours? Explain why or why not.

2.
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of owning a car.
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