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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

	I
	WANTED: ELVES

Teenagers who are about to leave school often consider many job opportunities. However, few are likely to think of a career as an elf, which is now possible in Finland’s Arctic Circle.

	II
	Finland claims that Santa Claus lives in its northern region of Lapland, near the North Pole, where tourists have gone to visit him for the past two decades. These visitors are met at the airport by professional “elves”, who also accompany them while they participate in various activities, including reindeer safaris, canoeing and hunting.

	III
	These elves do more than pack up gifts bought at the Christmas market and answer Santa’s hundreds of thousands of letters. They must be familiar with health and safety procedures, in addition to information about the local environment and Santa Claus stories. Elves must speak English, and possibly other languages, as more tourists arrive from France, Spain, Japan and Russia. Many work 14-hour days at Christmastime, and keeping children amused and occupied all day in freezing weather can be tough.

	IV
	Until recently, most elves were seasonal workers who received two weeks’ training. However, since April 2008, residents of all ages in the town of Rovaniemi have been able to gain a diploma after studying for a year at the new Elf Academy. This will help to guarantee standards in the tourist industry, vitally important in this part of Finland, where the unemployment rate may reach double the national average. By building on the Santa legend, about half a million tourists now visit this area each year, providing work for local residents.

	V
	It’s true that not everyone dreams of a career that may involve wearing a green or red costume, baking gingerbread biscuits or receiving a name like “Christmas Star”. But for Finns who live in an isolated area with sub-zero temperatures and where opportunities are few, these jobs are as welcome as presents on Christmas morning.

	1.
Choose the correct answer.

1.
Jobs done by professional elves include … . 


a.
delivering Santa’s gifts to tourists in Lapland 
hotels


b.
working in the Christmas market near Santa’s house


c.
writing thousands of letters for Santa Claus

2.
A new Elf Academy … .


a.
was opened by Santa Claus in April 2008


b.
offers two weeks’ training to seasonal workers


c.
is located in a Lapland town called Rovaniemi

3.
Getting a job as an elf … .


a.
involves receiving many presents


b.
may be the best alternative for local residents


c.
requires residents to change their name

2.
Rewrite the following sentences without 
changing the original meaning.

1.
The visitors are met at the airport by professional “elves”.


Professional “elves” 


2.
They must be familiar with health and safety procedures, in addition to information about the local environment.


They must be familiar with health and safety
procedures, as 






	3.
Decide if the following sentences are true (T) 
or false (F). Find evidence in the text to justify 
your answers.



1.
Tourists to Lapland can choose to go hunting and canoeing.



2.
Elves must know how to speak Spanish.



3.
Elves generally work long hours during the Christmas tourist season.

4.
Find words or expressions in the text that mean:

1.
busy (paragraph III)
………………………

2.
difficult (paragraph III)
………………………

3.
instruction (paragraph IV)
………………………

4.
extremely (paragraph IV)
………………………

5.
Write a composition of about 100-150 words. Choose one option.

1.
Describe an unusual job that you’ve heard of. 

2.
Would you like to work as an elf? Why or why not?
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