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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

	I
	THE CHINESE DISCOVERY OF NORTH AMERICA?

“In fourteen hundred and ninety-two, Columbus sailed the ocean blue.” Schoolchildren in the United States learn this rhyme because Christopher Columbus was the first non-native inhabitant (since the Vikings) to reach the American continent. Or was he? Amateur historian Gavin Menzies suggests that in fact the Chinese arrived there first in 1421. Other historians, however, aren’t convinced by Menzies’ theories.

	II
	Menzies bases his theory on two maps which may date from the 15th century. One, called the Harris map, depicts an imaginary country of Chinese legends; interestingly, it is located exactly where North America is situated, and displays certain identifiable geographic features, including the Grand Canyon. The other map, supposedly published in 1418, also depicts North America in detail, and according to Menzies, may have helped the Chinese to locate the continent. But historian Geoff Wade is convinced this map is a modern fake; among other problems, the Chinese didn’t know in 1418 that the Earth was round, as this map indicates.

	III
	Menzies also cites as proof the discovery of ancient Chinese artifacts and drawings in North and South America. 
But critics claim that a Chinese conquest would have left more dramatic remains than just a few coins and beads. They also ask why there are no signs of 15th-century American life in China, such as the tomatoes or maize brought home by Europeans from the New World.

	IV
	Finally, Menzies claims that many North and South American Indian legends describe encounters between native inhabitants and Chinese. But critics ask why there are no accounts of early American life in Chinese culture, as would surely be expected. The 1421 theorists explain this by saying that when Manchu invaders defeated the Ming Dynasty which ruled China in 1421, they destroyed all the documents they found, including those mentioning the Americas.

	V
	So, 1421 or 1492? Chinese or European? The evidence for Menzies’ theory doesn’t yet seem to threaten the established idea that Europeans discovered America. But there are enough unresolved issues to make you wonder!

	1.
Choose the correct answer.

1.
Schoolchildren in the USA … . 


a.
know a rhyme about the date of Columbus’ 
voyage


b.
learn that Columbus came to North America before the Vikings


c.
are tested on Menzies’ theory

2.
The 1418 map … .


a.
reveals more details of North America than 
the Harris map


b.
conveys the idea that the Earth is round


c.
was given to the Chinese when they reached 
North America

3.
1421 theorists … .


a.
didn’t expect the Chinese to bring back reports about the Americas


b.
believe that the Ming Dynasty erased written accounts of the Americas


c.
say that Manchu invaders destroyed all 
documents about the Americas

2.
Answer the question according to the information in the text.


What makes Geoff Wade think that the 1418 map 
isn’t genuine?





	3.
Rewrite the following sentences without changing the original meaning.

1.
Gavin Menzies thinks the Chinese arrived in America in 1421. Gavin Menzies is an amateur historian.


Gavin Menzies, 


2.
They ask why there is no sign of American life 
in China.


They ask, “


3.
The evidence for Menzies’ theory doesn’t yet seem 
to threaten the established idea about the discovery of America.


The established idea about the discovery of America

4.
Find words or expressions in the text that mean:

1.
certain about (paragraph II)
………………………

2.
pictures (paragraph III)
………………………

3.
stories (paragraph IV)
………………………

4.
think (paragraph V)
………………………

5.
Write a composition of about 100-150 words. Choose one option.

1.
In your opinion, should museums return all items to the countries where they were originally found?

2.
What country would you like to visit? Why?
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