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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.
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	LIE DETECTORS

Although the thought of taking a lie detector test makes even innocent people nervous, it really shouldn’t. The polygraph, more commonly referred to as the lie detector, is simply a tool that helps the police to check whether a person is telling the truth or not. 

People lie to the police for all kinds of reasons. Guilty people lie to try and avoid suspicion. Informants sometimes lie too. The police pay them for information, and when the informants have no valuable information to sell, they are occasionally tempted to invent some. Witnesses sometimes lie to protect friends, or because they don’t want to get involved. If the police suspect that a person is giving false information, they may ask him, or her, to take a lie detector test. Even if the police cannot use the information from the polygraph in a court of law, it often helps them in their investigations. 

The police do not force people to take polygraphs. Nevertheless, when they suggest taking a polygraph, even people who have lied to them usually agree to take it. They know that refusing to do the test would immediately make the police suspicious. 

The polygraph is based on the scientific principle that a person’s body will respond in a certain way when he, or she, tells a lie. In the first stage of the test, the person is asked simple questions unrelated to the crime. For example, a 20-year-old may be asked, “Are you 20 years old?” When the person answers, the polygraph records his, or her, heart rate, perspiration and breathing patterns. These are compared with the person’s responses when asked questions about the crime.

The polygraph is not 100% reliable, but it comes close. Anyone trying to cheat has a good chance of being caught.


1.-
Are the following statements true (T) or false (F)? Find evidence in the text to support your answers. 
......
1.
Innocent people do not fear polygraphs.

......
2.
Information given by informants is not always true.

......
3.
It’s very hard to cheat a polygraph.

…... 4. The police can’t order suspects to take lie detector tests.

2.- Answer on your own words

1.- Why do people lie to the police?

2.- What is a lie detector used for?

3.- Write an essay (100 words). Choose one of these options:
a) What do you think of trash TV?

b) How can we improve the rates of crime?

